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their creed, and with the strong language of Scrip-
ture, must be struck with the amazing disproportion.
To pass over the throng from whose minds re-
ligion is altogether excluded by the business or the
vanities of life, how is it with the more decent and
moral ? To what criterion shall we appeal ? Are their
hearts really filled with these things, and warmed by
the love which they are adapted to inspire 2 Then
surely their minds are apt to stray to them almost
unseasonably; or at least to hasten back to them
with eagerness, when escaped from the estrangement
imposed by the necessary cares and business of life.
He was a masterly dcscriber of human nature, who
thus pourtrayed the characters of an undissembled
affection:

" Unstaid and fickle in all other things,
Save in the constant image of the object
That is beloved."                          SHAKSPEARE.

" And how," it may be perhaps replied, " do you
know, but that the minds of these people are thus
occupied! Can you look into the bosoms of men ?"
Let us appeal to a test to which we resorted in a for-
mer instance. " Out of the abundance of the heart,"
it has been pronounced, "the mouth speaketh."
Take these persons then in some well-selected hour,
and lead the conversation to the subject of religion.
The utmost which can be effected is, to bring them
to talk of things in the gross. They appear lost in
generalities; there is nothing precise and determinate,
nothing which implies a mind used to the contempla-
tion of its object. In vain you strive to bring them to
speak on that topic, which one might expect to be
ever uppermost in the hearts of redeemed sinners.
They elude all your endeavours; and if you make
mention of it yourself, it is received with no very cor-
dial welcome at least, if not with unequivocal disgust;